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For the Western Recorder. 
THE VALUE OF THE SOUL.—No. Il. 


i What shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?”— 
' ATT. xvi, 26. 


: ed at the nature and pro- 
— of _ put] Jet us Jook at the. good it 
can be instrumental in doing. 

'The.soul of man is capable of doing great 
and everlasting good te itself. Furnished, } 
as we are, with information from above ; 
having the bible in our hands, which reveals 
our duty to God and one another ; which 
teaches us the consequences of sin and of 
holiness, of unbelief and of faith ; which re- 
yeals our privileges, and makes known the 
way of life eternal; we cannot but see that 
the soul is capable of doing an immeasura- 
ble amount of good to itself. 

It is capable of refraining from transgres- 
sion, of shunning the paths of disobedience, 
of exercising repentance, and of obtaining 
the pardon of past transgressions, through 
the mediation and the blood of Christ. As it 
is capable of refusing the evil, and of choos- 
ing the good ; life and death being set be- 
fore it; so by choosing the guod, by deep 
repentance, by faith in Christ, it is capable 
of escaping present, future, and eternal con- 
demnation. It is capable of fleeing “ from 
the wrath to come,’’ of escaping hell, and 
the society of the wicked, for ever. 
~ The soul, once redeemed from the pow- 
er of sin and Satan ; from guilt and condem- 
nation; being justified by faith in Christ, 
and cleansed by his blood ; being sanctified 
by the Spirit of our God; is capable of pur- 
suing such a course as willrender it perfect- 
ly happy in the world to come ; -happy in 
the most positive and absolute sense of tlie 
word; and that while *“ immortality en- 
dures.” Yes, the soul of man, which begins 
with a point, a mere spark of spiritual exist- 
ence, aud soon finds itself involved in sin, 
guilt and condemnation, exposed to eternal 
evil, can avoid eternal sin and suffering ; 
can find, through Christ, its way to heaven, 
take its station in glory, and shine and re~ 
joice and sing for ever there. It can, also, 
contribute to the happiness of others. A 
soul converted to Christ, filled with faith in 
him, clothed with the Holy Spirit, and filled 
with the fulness of God, can effectually and 
successfully use those means which God em- 
ploys for the salvation of others. It can pray 
that prayer of faith, live that holy life, and 
proclaim that gospel of salvation, by which 
many, very many, shall be won to Christ, 
saved from all the pollution and guilt of sin, 
from eternal condemnation, shame & suffer- 
ing ; be made perfect in holiness, reach im- 
mortal blessedness, enjoy the friendship of 
God, sing the song of redemption, swell the 
choir of heaven, and rise in bliss for ever and 
ever. Every soul, thus converted, can do 
some good to his fellow sinners; can ani- 
mate, encourage and help his brethren along 
the road to glory, and contribute to their 
eternal happiness when they arrive there. 








[THOMAS HASTINGS, Epiror.} 


These remarks have occurred to us, in reference to 
the existing state of the presbyterian denomination. In 
so large a body of Christians, minor differences of opin- 
ion cannot fail to exist. So long as men are sanctified 
but in part, they will occasionally manifest some varie- 
ties of opinion and feeling. 

It is known to ouy readers, that previous to the last 
meeting of the General Assembly, the case of Rev. Mr. 
Barnes called forth considerable discussion and diver- 
sity of sentiment in the Presbytery of Philadelphia and 


elsewhere ; and that during the session of the Assembly, 


other matters, equally adventitious in their nature, serv- 
ed to excite the alarm of “ the minority” in that body. 
Since the session closed, a formal committee from the 
minority have sent out their circular, in which they 
state, in rather unwonted language, their apprehensions 
of coming evils, &e.; calling upon the members of their 
own “ school” to be on their guard, and be prepared to 
rally their forces by the next meeting of the Assembly. 
The circular is signed by Rev. Messrs. Green, Engles, 
Bevan, Leaming, Potts, and Winchester, and Mr. Sol- 
omon Allen. This circular has called forth a public 
‘‘ disavowal” of the charges implied in it, from gentle- 
men in the majority, seven in number: Rev. Messrs. E. 
S. Ely, James Patterson, Thomas H. Skinner, John L. 
Grant, Albert Barnes, Thomas Eustace, Albert Judson, 
Alfred H. Dashiel, and Charles Hoover, members of the, 
Philadelphia Presbytery ; as were also, we believe, all 
the signers of the *‘circular.”” The twodocuments are 
on our file fer future disposal. In addition to these, the 
Presbyterian and Dr. Green’s Advoeate continue to 
speak out the feelings and apprehensions of “the old 
school,” as they call themselves, till there is reason to 
believe that the matters of difference will be widely dif- 
fused. 

Under all these circumstances, the Moderator of the 
last Assembly feels called upon to furnish such state- 
ments as may fairly meet, as he believes, the wrong 
statements that are getting abroad. The following is 
the first of a series of numbers under his name, as fur- 
nished for the columns of the Philadelphian :-- 

REVIEW AND VINDICATION.—No. I. 


‘* The present state of the Presbyterian Church—Vo. 1. 
Christian Advocate, July, 1831.” 


Mr. Eprror—l have just read, as copied 
into your paper, the article whose title stands 
at the head of this communication. ‘The 
second number of the series I had previously 
seen in the Christian Advoeate for August, 
which was forwarded to me by a friend in 
Philadelphia. There is little or nothing in 
this number, which, irrespective of certain 
connections with other things, could estab- 
lish a claim to 2 special notice from myself; 
but when considered in relation to that 
which follows, and to discussions which we 
are led to expect hereafter, I feel myself im- 
pelled by an imperious sense of duty, as a 
minister of the presbyterian church, and as 
a citizen of this republic, to subject this 
whole matter to a candid review, and to vin- 
dicate from unjust imputations both myself 
and those brethren with whom I have been 
called providentially to act. ‘This undertak- 
ing is truly painful to my feelings. Gladly 
would IL. devote the time ang effort necessa- 
ry for this business, to the more delightful 
work of winning souls to Christ, could I be- 
lieve myself, in these circumstances, at lib- 
erty to follow my own inclinations. ‘This 
course | have pursued under many personal 
and bitter attacks. But in the present case, 
there is something peculiar. ‘The author of 
the assault, the weapon of war which has 





Yes, it can do all this, and leave an infiu- 
ence behind, when it removes from time, 
which may benefit succeeding generations, 
0 long as the world shallstand ; which may 
be felt and acknowledged, with joy and 
thanksgiving,-as long as the ages of eternity 
shall roll their ceaseless rounds. 

Nor is this all. ‘The soul, thus redeemed, 
can begin to show, ot only the handy work 
of its Maker, but the wisdom of his counsel, 


and the glory of his salvation, while here on + 


earth ; and in the world to come, it can and 
will show, with greater andstill greater clear- 


ther, Word, and Spirit, and that for ever and 
ever. It is the purpose of our God to un- 
fold his manifold wisdom to all the powers 
above, by a church made up of persons re- 
deemed from bondage, sin, and death, by 
Jesus Christ his Son ; and he intends to show 
more of his wisdom in this way than in all 
others ; for he has made all other things, by 
Jesus Christ, to this intent. By this mean, 
God will unfold and be unfolding his immea- 
surahle wisdom, to all his holy creatures, as 
fast as they can bear the sight, and as long as 
they shall exist. 

Thus the soul of every man, woman and 
child, who will accept salvation through Je- 
sus Christ, will promote its own eternal in- 
terest, declare the brightest glories of its 
maker God, and at the same time contribute 
for ever and ever to the overflowing joy of 
every friend of God. . Well, then, may we 
reterate the question—‘+ What. shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul ?”’ 


Vv. D. M. 
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SHIBBOLETHS. 
When any branch of the household of faith, by mag- 
mifying questions of a comparatively trifling nature into 
matters of great jimportance, begins to array itself into 





been selected, and the broad and sweeping 
denunciations which are here circulated thro’ 


the country, and even sent abroad to foreign 
countries, all conspire to fasten upon my 


mind the conviction, that silence would be 
ain. ‘The attack is made, it would seem, 
by te editor of the Advocate, a minister of 
the gospel, venerable for age, and one whose 
opinions were cited, by way of authority, in 
the last General Assembly, as ** the only eur- 
viving father of the presbyterian church.” 
I shall not here stop to enquire whether such 
appeals involve an infraction of the command 
of Christ recorded Mat. xxiii, 9; or whether 
christian meekness and humility are likely to 
be promoted in any minister by this course ; 
or whether this mode of settling controver- 
sies is protestant or catholic in its character! 
All these -points might be fairly agitated at 
another time and place. Without subscrib- 
ing to any particular sentiment in relation to 
these matters, I consider myself at liberty to 
say, that the very origin of these numbers 
will insure to their statements, so far as they 
are incorrect, a broad sweep of mischief, 
unless they are inet by a prompt and candid 
reply. As to the vehicle selected for these 
productions, [ would simply remark, that it 
is the Christian Advocate, a monthly relli- 
gious journal. I know not what others may 
think of this matter, but I cannot divest my 
own mind of the impression, that in all this, 
there is a sacrifice of dignity; a coming 
down from that sublime and christian eleva- 
tion where a religious periodical ought to 
catch its inspiration ; a sort of editorial a- 
malgamation of earth with heaven ; a volun- 
tary relinquishment of personal identity, 
which, let the judgment of the community 
be what it may, compels a man to appear 
somewhat less in his ewn estimation than he 
once did. If thoughts of this kind do nat oc- 
cur to American readers, I have studied the 











parties, divisions, schools, &c. these questions will not 








character of this community in vain. Dif- 


fail to be regarded by every one, as involyihg conse- | ferent periodicals have their distinct and ap- ‘ “ate : 
‘Qnences far beyond their intrinsical nature. Under such | propriate spheres, which they ought never | #0 points of doctrine,” they were directly 


as these, the slightest shibboleths of doc- | to desert. 


trie OF practice, or ecclesiastical order, 


come into general discussion. For the time being, these 
prominence immensely dispropor- 
‘MTinsieal value, The fact will be de- 
edy is not always at hand. 


' be uniformly, pursued seni , one.cqurse should 


things will have 
tioned to their 

' plored, but an immediate ren, 
~ Insuch a state of things, 


and. exert themselves in their own 


‘ * . arene : " 
‘ advancing the spiritual interests of the ee ak 
cause. Let them beware at all hazards of losing sight 
TY Where, to 
» say and do the things that make for peace ; and the Goa 


of the worth of souls... Let them strive eve 


‘of peace will still be with them, and the 
' e:withdrawn, 


Peace of Jerusalem,” 


W hat would any literary man 

















Stances, ever occur. 


PRINTED UNDER THE PATRONAGE, AND FOR THE BENEFIT, OF THE WESTERN EDUCATION SOCIETY AND AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


UTICA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1831. 





place, in an age when any thing that is 
strange seems to be possible, many a tongue 
would exclaim, ** How has the gold become 
dim!" As to the objects of this attack, they 
are the ministers and elders who constituted 
the majority of the last General Assembly ; 
a majority of the constitutional representa- 
tives of more than ninety Presbyteries, se- 
lected for the express purpose of forming, 
for the present year, the highest judicatory 
of the presbyterian church in these United 
States. ‘These are the men whom the edi- 
tor of the Advocate has assailed in a style of 
pega and sweeping condemnation. But 
more of this when the allegations come to 
be specifically considered. 

' This writer considers the presbyterian 
church as in great danger, and one object of 
these numbers is to sound the alarm, that 
she may be saved from impending ruin.— 
Hear his own words. ** This church, it is 
our solemn conviction, has reached a most 
important, and in our view, a very fearful 
Crisis ; a crisis in which it is soon to be de- 
‘cided whether changes, affecting materially 
her doctrinal purity, her ecclesiastical order, 
and all her institutions and endowments, 
shall or shall not take place.”” Now all this, 
as a mere matter of opinion, is perfectly 
harmless. Some men are constitutionally 
given to panic; and an every day fact, in 
its character isolated and nugatory—a mere 
conjecture—is.sufficient to rivet upon their 
minds a ** solemn conviction,” that a storm 1s 
brewing, and that ** fearful” changes are at 
hand! It is no new thing under the sun, to 
hear the cry that the church is in danger, 
when only a sect or party in the church 
dread the joss of some portion of their usual 
power or consequence, or when only some 
local or temporary shibboleth is about to be 
abolished. But what is the proof of this 
‘+ most important” and “ very fearful crisis,” 
mentioned by the Advocate? And here, a- 
gain, let the editor speak fur himself. ‘ We 
say, then, that the members of the last As- 
sembly appeared to us to be far more strong- 
ly and characteristically marked by a differ- 
ence in theological views and attachments, 
than those of any other Assembly we have 
ever seen.”” This * difference in theologi- 
cal views and attachments,”’ as stated by the 
editor, has led him to the classification of 
the members into ** The Old School and the 
New School Presbyterians.”’ ‘I'he old school 
are characterised in the following manner :— 
‘In the first class, we include those who put 
the same construction on our confession of 
faith, catechisms, and form of government, 
that was put on those formularies when the 
constitution of our church was adopted, and 
for several years afterwards.” We are fur- 
ther informed, that some who are ** denom- 
inated Old Hopkinsians,”’ ** have chosen to 
rank themselves with this class; and their 
brotherhood has been cordially admitted, al- 
though a difference in some minor points of 
doctrine is distinctly recognised.” ‘* The 
whole of this class,’’ we are informed, * pro- 
fess to be firm and decided adherents to pres- 
byterian church government and order, with- 
out any such relaxations of the provisions of 
the constitution, as will assimilate it to, or 
mingle with it, the peculiarities of congrega- 
tidhalism. In like manner, they insist on 
managing their educational and missionary 
concerns, without any amalgamation of them 
with voluntary associations, or with any oth- 
er bodies whatsover.”’ 

Before I copy the outlines of ** the Old 
School Presbyterians,”’ as drawn by the Ad- 
vocate, permit me to make a few explanato- 
ry remarks on the delineations transcribed 
above. It would seem from the editor’s own 
statements, that the old school is formed on 
ecclesiastical rather than doctrinal arrange- 
ment. ‘The venerable editor need cherish 
no distressing apprehensions respecting “the 
doctrinal purity” of the church, when he is 
disposed to consider the theological distinc- 
tion between himself and the ** Old Hopkin- 
sians,” merely as “* difference in some minor 
points of doctrine.”” 'lhis I consider a most 
happy discovery, and one that ought to make 
for peace in the presbyterian church. I 
would most respectfully ask how long it is 
since the editor of the Advocate has learned, 
that he and the brother he nominated for the 
Moderator’s chair, at the last Assembly, dif- 
fer only ** in some minor points of doctrine ?”’ 
In relation to this matter, | wish the reader 
deliberately to weigh the following remarks. 
Only a few years ago, both the editor and 
his candidate supposed, that their theologi- 
cal systeins were considerably at variance, 
and the same impression was deeply and ex- 
tensively made upon the presbyterian church. 
Neither of these theologians has, to my 
knowledge, changed his doctrinal views.— 





Indeed, at the very moment that the ** sur- 
viving father of the presbyterian church,” 
‘* cordially admitted” the Hopkinsian from 
New- York to the rights of ** brotherhood”’ in 
the old school, and adinitted him too on the 
ground that they differed only * in some mi- 


in opposition to each other on the principal 





must sometimes | think of The North-American Review, if half | doctrinal question which agitated the last 
its columns were to be filled with the small 
trash of a common party newspaper? Or 
what think you, my reader, would induce the 
venerable conductors of The Christian Ob- 
| server, so far to compromit their dignity, as 
to print and circulate such statements re- 
specting their episcopal brethren who differ 
from them, as has been iseued by the editor 
of the Christian Advocate in rejation to his: 
brethren of an opposite party, in the presby- 
terian church? Every man feels that these 
are things not to be expected ; they are 
blessing will not | things which cannot, in any known circum- 
But should they take 


General Assembly. It is well knewn that 
the editor had judicially expressed his opin- 
ion in relation to a considerable catalogue 
of sentiments, contained in Mr. Barnes’s ser- 
mon, as heresies which endangered the pu- 
rity of the church; and yet this candidate, 
who was s0 * cordially admitted” to ** bro- 
therhood,”’ said, in the presence of the Mo- 








will sink or swim with that srrmon.”’ 
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the editor of the Advocate, than was tiiis 
brother, who after all differed from him only 
‘‘in some minor points.”” ' Indeed, this re- 
spected brother from New-York cannot hitn- 
self have forgotten, that in a conversation 
With mie in relation to the case of Mr. 
Barnes, before the Assembly was organised, 
he made a remark to’ this effect :——‘* In the- 

ology we are together ; we differ as to eccle- 

siastical order.’ If the editor of the Advo- 

eate is consistent with himself, he need not 
forebode *‘ changes”” in the presbyterian 

church, “ affecting materially her doctrinal 
purity ;” when almost any members of the | 
majority, in the last Assembly, might be 
** cordially admitted” to * brotherhood,”’ in 
the old school, on the same principle that 
others have been; that is, that they differ 
only “in some minor points of doctrine ;” 
and provided they would * profess to be firm 
and decided adherents to presbyterian church 
government and order,” and ** insist on man- 
aging their educational and missionary con- 
cerns, without any amalgatnation of them 
with voluntary associations, or with any oth- 
er bodies whatsoever.” ‘I'his is the grand 
point, after all. It is true that there was 
considerable excitement in the last Assem- 
bly, in relation to doctrine, but the whole 
matter is susceptible of any easy solution. 
The Christian Advocate says, “‘ that the 
meinbers of the last Assembly appeared to 
us to be far more strongly and character- 
istically marked by a difference in theo- 
logical views and attachments, than those of 
any former Assembly we have ever seen.” 
And was there not a cause for this appear- 
ance in the Assembly? The same shades 
and modifications of doctrinal views, have 
been held by members of that body for ma- 
ny years past ; and when any question came 
up adapted to call forth peculiar views, these 
shades and modifications lave been disclos- 
ed. But let it be remembered, that we never 
had a case like that of Mr. Barnes, till the 
present year. And the venerable editor nay 
thank himself, if ** the difference in theolog- 
ical views and attachments’? were “ more 
strongly and characteristically marked,” 
than he could wish! Could man be so infa- 
tuated as to suppose, that a minister holding 
the sentiments expressed by Mr. Barnes, 
could be deposed or censured as a heretic, 

without creating some excitement in the 
presbyterian church? The same effect es- 

sentially would have been witnessed, uncer 

similar circumstances, in any Assembly, at 

least for twenty years past. But here let it 

be remarked, that this very case, though it 

called forth an expression of doctrinal views, 

did not produce any uniform or settled ar- 

rangement of parties. Some were in favour 

of Mr. Barnes, because they are essentially 

with him, in sentiment; others because they 

have always known, that similar sentiments 
were licld and tolerated in the presbyterian 
church: And those persons who thus sus- 

tained Mr. Barnes, were some of them not 
only pupils, but teachers, in the old school, 
as well asthe new. Some of these, no doubt, 
put the same construction on our confession 
of faith, catechisms, and form of government, 
as the editor of the Advocate does; and oth- 
ers have been cordially admitted to the 
“brotherhood” of the old school, because 
they differ from the school in general only 
**in some minor peints.”” 

From this discussion, it would seem, that 
the majority and minority in the last Assem- 
bly, were not formed on the principle of doc- 
trinal distinction, but on the principle of 
ecclesiastical order. ‘The terms, Old School 
and New School, more properly mark the 
difference in theological sentiment, and are 
employed somewhat incorrectly and loosely, 
by this writer, where the terms minority and 
majority, or the high church and low church 
parties, would have been inore simple and 

appropriate, and much less liable to mislead 
the reader. A correct and analytical classi- 
fication of the members of the last General 
Assembly, as it strikes me, would be the fol- 

lowing. ‘The majority were the Low Church 
Presbyterians. ‘They are friendly to those 
voluntary associations which are the glory 

of our age and nation ; such as the Board of 
Conimissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
American Education Society, and the Ame- 

rican Home Missionary Society. ‘They love 
these societies, because their constitutions 
breathe a libera! spirit, and because their be- 

neficent course has secured the confidence 
of the public. ‘They have learned that it is 

good to mingle their prayers and contribu- 
tions and efforts with.Christians of other de- 

nominations, because in so doing they have 

found the narrow spirit of sectarianism to 

give place to a spirit more enlarged and lib- 

eral, more philanthropic and diffusive.— 
These associations are suited to the genius of 
our age and nation. ‘They have the power 

of sealing up the mouth of slander, and of 
putting to silence the cry of “* Church and 
State.”” There is no doubt, in my mind, and 
I believe this sentiment is very current among 
the Low Church Presbyterians, that the less 
the church has to do with money matters and 
ecclesiastical parade, in her efforts to do 
good, the better. ‘hese things savour too 
much of the religious establishments of other 
































countries, to meet the approbation of this: 
people. Political men will be jealous of the 





treasures and the plans of that church or 
denomination, whose every step in the march 
of beneficence, is taken under a banner con- 
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confession itself, “ as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the holy scriptures.” 

The minority in the last Assembly, were 
the High Church P. resbyterians. In theo- 
logical sentiments, or their religious creed, 
a large proportion of them are Old School 
Calvinists, though numbers belong to the 
new school. Some, according to the editor, 
are ** Old Hopkinsians,”’ and others hold the 
same doctrinal views which are most current 
among the low church party. Indeed it 
would be no difficult matter to form a claes, 
or even classes, founded on the principle of 
doctrinal agreement, by selecting an equal 
number from the High Church and Low 
Church Presbyterians, or from the minority 
and the majority of the last Assembly, whose 
religious sentiments would more entirely cor~ 
respond in this new arrangement, than they 
do in the respective ranks in which they are 
now embodied. ‘This fact is so manifest, 
that it stands beyond the possibility of an in- 
telligent and honest denial. The rallying 
principle of these brethren, is ecclesiastical 
order! They have enlisted under a banner 
that is exclusive and sectarian. Their Ed- 
ucation Society and their missions «must all 
be of this character. Great stress is laid on 
a particular type or fashion of doing good. 
While many, no doubt, associate a certain 
set of doctrinal opinions with these ecclesi- 
astical movements, there is not a shadow of 
a doubt on my mind, that any member of the 
last Assembly, who acted with the majority, 
would be treated just as others have been, 
that is, ** cordially admitted” to ** brother- 
hood,”’ if he should. signify a willingness to 
put on the ecclesiastical harness. And this I 
believe, because no man has yet been rejected 
for the obliquities of his creed, who bas come 
to this point ; no, not even ** an Old School 
Hopkinsian ;’’ while it is a fact never to be 
forgotten, that this class of theologians were 
once deemed the doctrinal antipodes of the 
Old School Calvinists! From this arrange- 
ment of parties, [ can see no cause of alarm 
in relation to the * doctrinal purity” of the 
church. 

My remarks on the delineations of the new 
school, as given by the Advocate, must be 
reserved fur the next number. 

Most respectfully, 
. NATHAN 8S. 8S. BEMAN. 

Troy, Sept. 1831. 

—=-o}o 
From the Home Missionary. 
LAST DAYS OF REV. RALPH CUSH- 
MAN, 
The following facts, principally collected from the 
attendants of Mr. C. after his decease, have been fur- 
nished by Rev. W. Cox, Wooster, Ohio :— 

Agreeably to my promise, | hasten tomake 
you acquainted with some of the particulars 
of an event, which has taken from the church 
one of her brightest ornaments, and from 
the cause of home missions one of its most 
lovely and devoted friends. 

On Wednesday, August 10th, I met with 
Mr. Cushman at Loudenville, twenty miles 
from Wooster, on his way to the Western 
Reserve. I was journeying to Cincinnati ; 
and Gen. B. having accompanied me, I in- 
troduced Mr. Cusliman to him, and they re- 
turned to Wooster, where they arrived on 
the morning of the 11th. Mr. C. after con- 
siderable solicitation, consented to spend the 
day at W. and preach in the evening. But 


before night he felt himself so unwell, that he 
would not have attempted to preach, had he 


not been unwilling to disappoint the people, 
no other minister being in the village to ad- 
dress them in his place. So ill was he, that 
he vomited several times on his way to the 
church, a distance of a little more than one- 
fourth of a mile. Beforqentering the church, 
he called on a physician, and procured a 
inild medicine, which gave him temporary 
relief. 

He preached his last sermon in the presby- 
terian church in Wooster, on the evening of 
the 11th of August, from John iti, 7—** Mar- 
vel nut that I said unto you, ye must be born 
again.” . During the exercises he was so 
unwell, that he was compelled to omit the 
customary singing at the close, and immedi- 
ately on pronouncing the benediction, he re- 
tired from the house and vomited. On the 
next morning, he informed his physician that 
he had felt much distressed, and that it was 
with great difficulty he could refrain from 
vomiting whilst preaching. But though so 
much indisposed, the congregation bear tes- 
timony, that the sermon was unusually inter- 
esting, and that his prayers partook much of 
a devotional spirit, and expressed ardent de- 
sires after the heavenly state. In bis address~ 
es to the throne of grace, it was remarked 
that he more than once thanked God for the 
glorious and peaceful habitation which he 
had provided for his people; and at one 
time, seeming to forget that he was not alone 
in his closet, he exclaimed, ** I hope it is not 
long before I shall fully enter upon the en- 
joyment of those heavenly mansions, which 
the Lord Jesus has gone to prepare for those 
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On Saturday the 13th, he was much bet- 
ter ; he left his room several times, convers- 
ed with Ins physician and Mrs. B. concern- 
ing a visit he had made to Madison, Indiana, 
and spoke with great delight of the goodness 
of the Lord manifested to him on that occa- 
sion. During the day he was visited by a 
number of individuals from the neighbour- 
hood, with-whom he conversed freely and 
cheerfully about the cause of his “ blessed 
Master.” ‘Saturday night he spent ugcom-. 
fortably. On the Sabbath he was much bet- 
ter; passed part of the day with the family, 
and supped with them in the evening. Dur- 
ing Sabbath nigiit he grew worse, and about 
the dawn of day it was deemed necessary to 
callin the physician. On ‘Tuesday night he 
had become extremely ill, and fears began to 
be entertained that he might not recover.— 
During this time, the physician says, Mr. C. 
was much engaged in prayer. He would 
clasp his hands, and letting them fall. upon 
his breast, lift up his heart to God. Nota 
repining word, nothing like coinplaint esc#- 
ped him. He said, * All is right, it is the 
Lord.” He received his physician always 
with asmile, and taking his band in his own, 
pressed it most affectionately, saying, * I 
cannot express the deep sense of obligation 
which f feel.” And then in tones express- 
ive of his deep humility and gratitude, he ex- 
claimed, ** Jesus, kind friend—friend of sin- 
ners—my friend, thou hast promised to be 
with me ; thou art with me ; thou art here. 
Precious Jesus, how I love thee!” 

One morning, after a night which the doc- 
tor spent with him, and during which symp- 
toms appeared which were alarming, and 
which excited apprehensions in his own 
mind, he inquired, “* Is not my case very 
critical ?” The vhysician replied, that he be- 
lieved it to be very doubriul ; but he was 
now better, and he hoped he would yet re- 
cover. Mr. C. said that it was his own o- 
pinion that he should recover; that the Lord 
would not yet take him away. “ But (add- 
ed he) | have no fear for myself. But when 
1 think of my family : Oh! when I think of 
my family !’’ After a long silence, in which 
he seemed to be commending these dear ob- 
jects of his earthly regard to God, and gath- 
ering up his thoughts to the near contempla- 
tion of the change that probably awaited him, 
he folded his hands together, raised them up, 
and with eyes directed towards the habita- 
tion of God, he said, ** Lord Jesus, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.””. ‘Turning to 
the doctor, he asked, ** Why have I so litle 
religious excitement ?”? He was answered, 
that his mind was depressed, and sympathis- 
ed in the sufferings of his body. Mr. C. 
said, ** | suppose that istbe reason. Would 
it not be wonderful if the Lord should raise 
me up? O,I shall soon know more of God, 
of the plan of salvation, of the economy of 
redemption! I will soon see more of the 
beauty and ylory of Jesus Christ!” 

Thus, through various changes in his bo-~ 
dily symptoms, he went down to his rest, 
manifesting as long as he could speak, an 
unshaken confidence that he should be par- 
taker of a blessed immortality. He convers- 
ed frequently with the ladies of the family, 
who were pious, in which conversations he 
would pour fourth without restraint, the feel- 
ings of his soul. Sometimes he exclaimed 
in rapture, ** My blessed Master: O, how lt 
love my blessed Master! O, how delightful 
the privilege to proclaim his gospel to ruin- 
ed sinners. Blessed Jesus, O, how I love 
thee !”” 

Sometimes he vould weep, under a grate- 
ful sense of the unwearied attentions of the 
kind friends whom God had raised up for 
him so far from his own home. At one 
time he wished to render some compensa- 
tion to a pious female in Gen. B.’s family, 
who had laboured much for his comfort ; but 
when informed that she declined receiving 
it, and that she esteemed it a privilege to 
wait upon a servant of God, he turned away 
his face and shed tears, saying, ** O, how 
kind, how kind, blessed Master, how good, 
O, how good!” 

On the inorning of the 24th, when one of 
the ladies went into his room, he took her 
hand, and pressing it gratefully, said, ** Well, 
[ ain here yet: I have had a critical night. 
| hope the Lord will not let me linger long, 
and die without the light of his countenance. 
| would like to live a little longer, to tell of 
Jesus.”” He was then asked if he would not 
be willing to die, if it were the will of God? 
lie replied, ** O, yes, I have no fears of death. 

{ am a poor wretched sinner ; but in Jesus 
there is infinite fulness!” 

He was overheard by a pious individual, 

who, unknown to him, was in the room when 

he was lifiing up his heart in secret prayer, 
supposing himself to be entirely alone. His 
language was—* Dear Saviour, grant me thy 
presence: QO, do grant me thy presence! 

Lord Jesus, thou hast promised in thy word 
to be with me.” Then, pausing, he contin- 











that love him !” 

He returned to Gen. B.’s, and took medi- 
cines which had been prescribed. He slept 
but little, and passed an uncomfortable night. 
He was visited in the morning by the physj- 
cian, who administered more medicine, atid 
remained with him during its operation. ‘The 
immediate effect of the prescriptions seemed 
to be favourable. During the day he spoke 





much of the goodness of God, in dispos- 














setrated to sectarianism. In theology, the 


derator and several other members of the’ ‘Low Church Presbyterians embrace different 
Assembly, after that discourse was read, ** I} shades of doctrine. Some belong to the old 
No} School, and some to the new ;' but a large 
member of the majority went furthe: than this. 
Mr. Barnes himself, even in vindication of his 
own sermon, was not farther removed from 


proportion of them ate moderate or liberal 
Calvinists. They receive and adopt the 








| confession of faith in the very words of that! 1.44 1 am of little consequence.” . 





‘ing of him so mercifully in the midst of stran- 
gers, and thanked the Lord repeatedly, that 
he had been permitted to reach the dwelling 
ofa family from whom so much kindness and 
affectionate attention. had. been received. — 
Concerning himself, he remarked, * I know 
not what the Lord is about to do with me ; 


a 





ued, ** Yes, thou art with me: I feel that 
thou art here, and art blessing me. Blessed 
Jesus, kind Master, how I love thee !”’ 

At another time, he said, 

Jesus can make a dying bed— 

And when the succeeding line was re- 

peated, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 

He rejoined with great emphasis, 


While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there. 


“ Yes, yes, it is true—! know that this is 
true:”? and smiled with heavenly rapture. 

He wished very much to see some of his 
ministering brethren, some warm-hearted 
brother; with whom he might converse aboug 
another world. He was visited by two of 
the brethremof this Presbvtery, one of whom 
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